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TO  TH£ 

Tabernacle  Congregation. 


Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord, 

THE  following  extra^s  were 
read  lately  to  you  from  the 
palpit,  and  now  at  your  earneft 
defire  are  put  into  your  hands  from 
the^  prefs.— You  may  be  affared  of 
their  being  genuine,  and  I  pray  the 
Father  of  Mercies  that  they  may  be 
blefs'd  to  the  exciting  of  unfeigned 
fympathy  with,  and  earneft  and  nevei- 
cealing  fupplication  for  our  afflifted  f-1- 
low-proteftants,  who  have  already  feen 
and  felt  fuch  horrid  defolations,  and  in 
a  few  weeks  are  likely  to  have  the  famt 
moft  dreadful  fcene  repeated  again. — 
Happy  art  th^n.'n  England  !  who  dof 
only  hear  of  thefe  things  by  the  hear- 
ing of  the  ear.--May  \he  eyes  of  thy 
A  2  fons 
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^     TWO  LETTERS,  &c. 

AS  there  is  at  prefent  no  enemy  to  inter- 
rupt me,  I  will  give  you  an  account  of 
what  has  lately  happen'd  in  this  coun- 
try. You  may  entirely  depend  on  th'e  certainty 
of  the  following  relations,  I  having  been  an  eye- 
witnefs  to  moft  of  them. 

The  eighth  of  Auguft,  feven  hundred  Ruffians 
arrived  at  Soldin,  ( only  two  miles  and  an  half 
from  hence  )  under  command  of  Monficur  de 
Stoffel—l  happen'd  juft  then  to  be  with  my  pa- 
rents in  Cujirin,  where  I  had  fent  my  beft  things 
for  fafety  ;  and  travelling  being  dangerous,  I 
could  not  get  to  my  houfe  till  the  third  inftant. 
On  my  way  home  I  met  two  troops  of  Cof- 
facks — (a  te!rxible  people  indeed  !)  who  looked 
on  me  very  eagerly  ;  but  being  under  fharp  dif- 
cipline  of  German  ofBcers  (for  without  a  Ger- 
man officer  they  never  go  out)  they  did  not  offer 
to  affront  me.^ — One  of  thefe  officers  examin'd 
me,  and  then  fhew'd  me  the  fafeft  way.— But  I 
muft  firft  give  you  a  fhort  defcription  of  the  light 
Ruffian  troops. --They  are  pf  three  different 
forts. — Firft  Coffacks,  they  are  of  a  middle  fize, 
■ftrong  bodied,  and  Qf  a  terrible  cquntenancej  they 

wo^ild 


would  -feign  kill  one  with  their  looks,  and  are  void 
of  all  humanity. — They  wear  a  red  Polifti  coat, 
a  fliort  blue  waiftcoat  and  breeches,  and  upon 
their  bare  head  a  little  red  cap.    Their  arms  are, 
a  rod,  fifteen  feet  long,  and  fliarpened  at  the  end 
with  iron,  which  is  put  in  a  leathern  ftrap  fafteued 
to  ;the  right  boot  ;  two  piftols  iii  the  girth  and 
one  upon  their  backs,  a  mufket  and  a  great  fabre  ^ 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  faddle  a  knife  of  three 
fingers  breadth,  and  three  quarters  of  an  ell  long, 
and    2L  whip.— Second,   Callmuks,    thefe  are 
ftill  more  cruel  than  the  former;  they  wear  blue, 
and  inftead  of  arms  they  make  ufe  of  bows  and 
arrows,  with  which  they  fhoot  to  a  hair's  breadth 
two  hundred  paces. — Third,  Carcolpaks,  thefe 
are  a  terrible  people,  they  are  very  big,  wear 
grey,  and  know  nothing  of  (hirts.    They  all 
ferve  on  horfeback,  and  are  as  quick  as  eagles  : 
the  common  foldiers  rriuft  live  upon  their  booty, 
for  they  get  no  falary.— When  I  came  home^ 
I  found  that  the  Ruffians  had  already  been  in 
Shildberg  feveral  times,    and  after  I  had  been 
at  home  a  little  while  they  foon  return'd.— -One 
muft  take  great  care  not  to  offend  them,  eveiT 
with  a  look,  but  give  them  all  they  fee.— I  cannot 
to  this  hour  conceive  how  wonderfully  God  has 
preferved  us  during  the  many  excurfions  of  thofe 
enemies  to  mankind,  into  this  town,  fmce  I  know 
not  of  one  fmgle  village  in  all  this  neighbourhood 
which  they  have  not  treated  according  to  their 
cruel  nature.— I  have  been  often  in  the  midft  of 
them,  and  at  laft  was  fo  known  among  them, 
that  they  even  took  their  caps  off  to  me.    1  he-fe 
troops  have  almoft  ruin'd  the  whole  New-mark^ 
The  fifteenth  of  Auguji  General  Rumantzovo  with 
twelve  thoufand  Kie^a  arrived  between  Soldiw 

and 


and  ShilSerg.'"The  day  following  his  huffart 
behaved  very  cruel:  this  day  was  indeed  a  day  of 
real  terror  to  us.— Very  early  at  three  a  clock 
the  Rujfwn  huflar-s  made  their  appearance  m  this 
city  and  forag'd  for  themfelves  and  their  horfes. 
They  now  made  ufe  of  force,  and  compcU'd  lis 
to  give  them  bread  and  brandy  in  plenty.    V^'  hen 
twenty  had  fatisfied  themfelves  thirty  came  in 
their  place,   and  ftay'd  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  whole  village  had  not  a 
morfel  of  bread  kft,  and  were  forc'd  to  bake  in 
the  night,  not  for  their  own  ufe,  but  in  cafe  thofe 
devourers  fhould  come  again  the  next  morning.— 
Three  huffars  entered  my  room,  two  befet  the 
door,  and  the  third  took  whatever  he  v^ould.  I 
alked  him  wIjo  had  given  grders  to  a£l  in  fuch  a 
manner  ?  He  anfwered  hi%  whip  was  his  order  : 
he  then  ask'd  for  money,  which  I  refufed  to 
give  him.    Upon  this  he  catch'd  hold  of  my 
pockets,  and  I  pufh'd  him  (tho'  againft  my  inten- 
tion) to  the  ground.    Now  all  three  fell  upon  me, 
tore  lae  dovfu^   took  my  money  from  me  by 
force,   and  beat  me  to  fuch  a  degree  of  cruelty, 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  walk  upright 
to  get  any  more  for  fix  days.    They  have  left 
me  but  one  coat,  and  I  am  the  pboreft  man  in 
the  whole  village.    They  afterwards  mounted 
their  horfes  and  rode  o£    Their  defign  was  to 
plunder  the  whole  town,  but  I  ventur'd  under 
the  moft  terrible  pains  to  go  to  our  head  quarters, 
and  defired  them  to  give  us  a  fafe-guard,  which 
we  obtain'd.    In  other  places  thefe  huflars  hav« 
aded  ftill  more  brutal. 

In  Zernihw,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  hence,  they 
have  ruined  the  principal  feat,,  and  after  the 
diredor  had  given  them  all  they  wanted,  they 

beat 
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beat  him,  the  Reward  and  the  cook,  in  fo  terrible 
a  manner  that  out  of  fear  and  agony  they  jump'd 
into  a  boat  full  of  holes,  which  in  a  few  hours 
funk,  fo  that  they  were  moft  miferably  drown'd. — 
In  Llehenfelde  they  fat  lire  to  all  the  barns.  In 
my  panfh  of  Karkau  they  took  from  the  juftice 
of  peace  three  chefts  of  linnen,  twenty  rixdollars, 
and  among  other  things  the  lilver  communion 
cup.— The  faid  juftice  of  peace  went  after- 
Wards  to  Count  Ruman%aw  and  defir'd  him 
to  order  the  cup  to  be  reftored,  as  he  very  well 
knew  who  had  ftole  it ;  but  he  anfwered,  It  is 
needlefs,  country  churches  do  not  want  filver  cups. 

Ihe  fixteenth,  thefe  favages  march'd  from 
hence  to  Schwedt^  and  committed  all  the  fatanick 
cruelty  they  could  in  the  places  where  they  came, 
infomuch  that  one  now  fees  nothing  elfe  but  the 
wealthieft  inhabitants  of  once  the  moft  opulent 
Villages  reduced  to  beggary.  Zeiihen^  Zollen^ 
JJenz,  are  totally  ruin'd  •  In  the  firft  of  thefe 
villages,  they  have  cut  open  the  feather-beds, 
and  with  the  feathers  mixt  fweet  and  four  milk, 
barley,  oats,  oatmeal,  ^ff^.  and  made  a  pafte  of 
It  for  the  fwine,  and  when  they  were  come  to 
it,  they  cut  off  their  heads  and  let  them  lie. 
They  have  entirely  demolifii'd  the  fineft  church 
m  ail  this  neighbourhood,  turned  over  and  cut 
m  pieces  the  chairs  and  benches,  prophaned  the 
pulpit  and  altar,  opened  the  vaults  and  coffins, 

and  fcatter'd  the  human  bones  about.  In  ftiorr> 

I  can  affure  yoii  that  an  hundred  pens  are  not 
fufficient  to  exprefs  the  many  obfcene  adions 
this  corps  hath  committed.  The  Ruffians  may 
deny  it  as  much  as  they  will,  but  we  can  pro- 
duce witnefs  enough  to  whom  they  have  faid, 
■^^  Only  pray  to  God  that  we  may  defeat  your 

"  Eledor 


"  Elector  the  King  of  Pruffia^  or  elfe  we  will 
**  A^l  worfe  ftill,  and  not  fp^re  even  the  child 
in  the  mother's  womb." 

During  this  time,  field  marfhal  Fermer  had  be- 
fieged  Cuftrin  with  feventy  thoufand  men.  The 
commandant  of  that  fortrefs  had  committed  z, 
great  fault,  in  not  burning  the  fuburbs  before  the 
enemy  arrived  ^  for  behind  the  large  houfes,  field 
marfhal  Fermer  had  ereded  his  batteries.  The 
fifteenth  in  the  Morning,  he  threw  from  three  of 
them,  a  large  quantity  of  bombs  and  fire-balb 
into  the  fortrefs,  which  by  nine  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon  was  confum'd  to  afties.  Many  of 
the  richeft  people  have  by  this  unhappy  accident 

loft  all  they  had,  and  been  reduc'd  to  mifery  1 

jnyfelf  have  loft  every  thing :  but  I  cannot  think 
on    my   poor   old    fick  pare;its,   without  the 

greateft  forrow  and  anguifh  of  heart  :  They 

have  faved  nothing,  nothing  in  the  world  ;  for 
two  bombs  fell,  one  juft  after  the  other,  into  their 
houfe,  fo  that  they  had  hardly  fo  much  time  as  to 
fave  my  poor  mother,  who  has  been  bed-ridden 
thefe  three  years,  out  of  the  flames  :  thefe  my 
poor  parents  muft  now  lie  night  and  day  in  great 
hunger  and  cold,  upon  nothing  but  ftraw  in  a 
dark  vault :  and  what  makes  mine  and  there  mi- 
fery moft  deplorable  is^  that  I  cannot  help  them, 
for  all  my  things,  my  linnen,  cloaths,  and  two 
hundred  rixdollars  have  fliared  the  common  fate  ; 
and  I  have  now  but  one  thin  coat  and  two  fhirts 

left  in  the  world.  The  other  poor  inhabitants 

|ay  fcattered  about  under  the  ramparts,  in  great 
mifery.  But  God  at  laft  regarded  our  mifery,  and 
fent  us  our  king^  who  had  marched  the  whole 
night,  from  the  twenty  fourth  to  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  Auguft,  with  an  army  of  forty  or  fifty 

thoufand 
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thoufand  men.    AH  his  people  fell  to  the  ground 
through  fatigues  and  for  want  of  ftrength,  but  when 
they  faw  the  enemy  near  Zarndor'ff^  ^nd  all  the 
Villages  round  about  in  flames,  then    but  one 
fpirit  animated  the  whole  army,  who  all  burnt 
with  the  greateft  defire  to  be  revenged  on  their 
cruel  enemies ;  and  they  had  the  fighs  and  pfayers 
of  the  diftreffcd  on  their  fide.— -In  the  mornmg 
at  half  an  hour  after  eight,  we  heard  a  terrible 
cannonading.    The  houfes  trembled  that  were 
twenty  miles  ofF,  and  a  poor  farmer  told  us  that, 
he  had  yefterday  feen  the  king  with  his  whole 
army  ;  upon  that  our  Inhabitants  deiir'd  me  to 
fet  apart  an  hour  for  prayer.--!  (hall  never  forget 
this  devotion  in  all  my  life.-— All  fell  upon  their 
knees.— -Our  children,  even  thofe  of  three  years, 
jay  round  the  altar,  and  with  the  old  people 
wept  bitterly.    When  I  look'd  upon  the  children 
I  was  fo  mtich  mov'd,  that  for  feveral  m.ntites 
I  could  not  pray.— Even  old  fick  people  were  by 
their  defne  brought  into  the  church.— How  ia- 
cred  at  that  time  was  the  houfe  of  our  God^ 
Our  devotion  lafted  an  hour  and  a  half,  till 
twelve  o'clock.-— At  one  the  cannonading  ceas  d, 
and  I  went  on  foot  to  ^oldin,  being  full  of  anxiety 
to  know  to  whofe  advantage  the  battle  was  turn  d 
out.— Towards  evening  the  Ruffian  fugitives 
came  to  Mdln,  feven  hundred  at  once  :  A  piti- 
ful fight  indeed  1  Some  holding  up  their  hands, 
curfing  and  fwearing,  others  praying  and  praifing 
the  4g   of  Pruffia  ;  without  hats  without 
cloaths,  their  hair  hanging  about  their  heads,  fome 
on  foot,  others  two  on  a  horfe,  with  their  heads 
and  arms,  Uc,  tied  up,  feme  dragging  themfelves 
along  by   the   ftirrups,  othe^^-^y  the  hork^. 
tails  ^-Thus  they  all  came  mto  the  city,  and 

ajnong 


amon^  them  Prince  Charles  of  Saxony,  [that 
incendiary  who  had  fo  great  a  lhare  in  theburn'mg 
of  Cujirin  and  Zittau)  the  Saxon  general  Dortleben 
and  the  Aujlr'tan  general  St.  Andre^  without  their 
baggage.— At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
twenty-fixth,  all  the  Rujfmns  quitted  the  city  in 
great  hurry,  and  took  the  rout  to  Lanjberg,  they 
have  pillaged  all  the  villages  they  paffed  through, 
and  the  minifters  Brugge  Mr.  fFeinholtz,  and  of 
Neuenhourg  Mr.  Shmidt,  have  been  moft  cruelly 
handled.— This  Day  the  cannonading  was  as 
brifk  as  the  day  before,  but  after  twenty  four  hours 
the  battle  was  decifive,  and  vi6lory  was  ftiouted  in 
the  PruJJian  army.— General  Fermer  retired  to 
Landjberg  after  having  ruin'd  the  country  here- 
abouts, fo  that  it  is  no  more  to  be  known.  Ift 
twenty  villages  is  neither  man  nor  beaft,  and 
nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  dreadful  defolations, 
ruinM  houfes,  churches  that  have  been  prophaned 
and  deftroy'd,  barns  that  have  been  broken  down, 
and  wafte  lands,  and  God  only  knows  whether 
they  will  ever  be  built  and  cultivated  again ;  for 
the  inhabitants  are  partly  dragg'd  away,  and 
partly  mafFacred.— TTre  twenty-fixth  in  the  fore- 
noon about  eleven  o*clock,  I  ventured  to  go  by 
myfelf  to  the  place  where  the  cannonading  war, 
which  had  come  remarkably  nearer.  After  walk- 
ing about  ten  miles,  a  Coffack's  horfe  came  run- 
ning full  fpeed  againft  me ;  I  mounted  and  fol- 
low'd  the  report  of  the  dlftant  cannon.  But 
one  may  now  imagine  all  the  mifery  of  human 

life  to  be  here  united.  For  feven  miles  and  a 

half  on  this  fide  the  field-  of  battle,  I  found  the 
dead  and  wounded  lying  on  the  ground  fadly  cut 
in  pieces.  The  farther  I  advanc'd,  the  more 
thefe  poor  creatures  lay  heaped  one  upon  r- 
B  nother. 


nother.    This  fcene  I  (hall  never  forget.— The 

Cojfacks^  as  foon  as  they  faw  me,  cried  out,  O  ! 
my  dear  minifter,  water,  water  !  water  !-— Righte- 
ous God,  what  a  fight !  men,  women  and  children, 
RuJJtans  and  Frujjian^  horfes,  oxen,  powder- 
cherts,  baggage  waggons  and  carriages,  all  lying 
in  one  heap,  to  the  height  of  a  man  !— Seven  of 
the  moft  opulent  and  fineft  villages  in  all  this 
neighbourhood  lound  about  all  on  fire,  and  the 
inhabitants  either  maffacred  or  thrown  into  the 

flames.  The  poor  wounded  fhot  ftill  at  one 

another  in  the  greateft  exafperation,  and  I  was 
in  no  little  danger  of  my  lifs  among  them.— — 
The  field  of  battle  was  a  fine  plain  almoft  two 
miles  and  a  half  long,  and  this  whole  plain  was 
fo  covered  with  the  dead  and  wounded,  that  there 
was  not  fo  mucli  room  as  to  fet  my  foot  on,  with- 
out treading  on  fome  of  them.-— Several  brooks 
were  fo  fill'd  up  with  the  Rujfians^  that  I  can  af- 
ifirm  with  truth  they  lay  heap'd  up,  one  upon  ano- 
ther, as  high  as  two  men,  and  appeared  like 
hills  to  the  even  ground.— i  could  hardly  recover 
myielf  from  the  fright,  occafioned  by  the  great 
and  miferable  out-cry  of  the  dying.— -A.  noble 
PruJJtan  officer,  who  had  both  his  legs  iliot  ofF, 
cryed  out  to  me,  "  Sir,  you  are  a  prieft  and  preach 
*'  mercy ;  pray  fliew  me  that  compaffion,  which 
"  God  has  not  for  me,  and  difpatch  me  at  once.'* 
This  fenfibly  touched  my  heart,  and  I  rode  olF,  as 
faft  as  poffible,  but  not  without  danger  j  for  Hi  the 
way,  I  met  fome  wounded  Cojfacks,  who  how- 
ever, behav'd  very  civil.— I  am  a  good  Rujftan 
if' I  couiit|^e  lofs  of  this  army  to  be  twenty 
thoufand  lou'd,  and  in  all  thirty-fix  thoufand. 
The  fire  from  the  cannon  has  done  the  greateft 
Haughter,  fmce  it  was  no  otherwife,  t^an  if  for 


four  hours  running,  orre  had  heard  but  one  con- 
tinual thunder-clap.— Our  whole  lofs  does  not  ex- 
ceed nine  thoufand.  The  King  lias  been  every 
where  in  the  greateft  danger,  having  been  feen 
to  ride  continually  up  and  down  between  the 
fires. — His  facred  perfon  is  fo  terrible  to  them, 
that  they  a£lually  tremble  when  they  hear  his 
name.  How  foon:  can  God  Almighty  humble  thi^ 
proud  !  Before  the  battle,  the  Ruffian  olHcers 
faid,  "  Your  elector,  no  more  a  king,  has  only 
"  fourteen-thoufand  men,  which  we  will  eat 
"  up  at  a  breakfaft,  and  we  will  bring  him 
"  down  fo  low,  that  he  fhall  count  it  his  high- 
*'  eft  honour  to  ferve  the  emprefs  queen  as  one 
"  of  her  leaft  field  marfhals :   only  pray  that 

God  may  give  us  the  victory,  or  elfe  not  one 
"  fingle  man  in  the  whole  Newmark  ihail  efcaps 
"  our  fword."  But  who  doth  not  now  plainly 
fee,  how  God-  has  let  thefe  people  fall,  and  for 
this  great  work,  of  God,,  we  are  fo  rejoiced  that  we 
forget  all  the  mifery  we  have  undergone.  It  was 
ahnoft  vi<5lory  enough,  to  the  heart  of  every 
true  fubje£t  to  hear  the  RuJJian  officers  after 
the  battle  cry  out,  *'  O  what  a  great  king  is 
"  the  king  of  PruJfiaJ.   He  has  ruined  our 

whole  army."  To  the  King  of,,  kings  be  all 
the  glory. 

Give  him  thy  ftrength,  O  God  of  power. 
Then  let  men  threat,  or  cannons  roar  j 
Thy  faithful  Cyrus  may  he  be  ! 
Command-— He  can  do  all  thro'  Thee, 


B  2'        .  ~  SoiM 
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fjme  other  Extracts,  written  originally  in 
German,  giving  a  further  account  of  other 
horrid  cruelties  committed  by  the  Ruffians,  fines 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war, 

BOUT  the  fourth  of  July  Memel 
was  entered  by  the  RuJ/ians.—Vpon 
which,  the  neighbouring  royal  ma- 
nors, &c.  foon  experienc'd  what  cruel  guefts  had 
invaded  their  territories.— A  troop  of  Coffacks  broke 
into  the  manor  and  parifh  of  Prokuls,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which  two  places  for  fear,  had  efcaped  into 
the  defarts,  and  in  other  lonefome  places.— -The 
entire  plundering  of  the  manor-houfe  and  the  ref!: 
of  the  great  buildings,  was  not  enough  to  fatisfy 
their  exorbitant  defire  for  prey. — They  not  only 
took  from  fome  farmers  all  their  effects,  but  ftabbed 
them  with  their  pikes,  and  otherwife  killed  them  in 
order  to  find  out  more  riches. 

They  broke  like  furies  into  the  houfe  belong- 
ing to  the  minifters  ;  where  they  found  the  old 
and  lick  minifter  Jac.  WefeU  a  man  of  feventy 
years,  fitting  on  a  ftool  :— rThe  pain  he  then 
fuffered  in  his  fickly  body  created  fo  little  pity 
in  thefe  barbarians,  that  they  thruft  a  pike  through 
his  heart,  and  let  him  lie  in  his  blood. 

All  the  perfons  they  found  here  (who  vt'ere 
almoft  all  6ld  and  decrepid)  were  (if  they  fpared 
their  lives)  beat  with  their  handfhuks.— After 
this  they  made  all  the  hafte  they  could  to  the 
church,  and  committed  horrible  outrages. — 
Whatever  they  could,  they  took  with  them,  and 
what  remain'd  was  cut  in  pieces  '  and  entirely 
demolifti'd." -All  the  cattle,   as  oxen,  cows, 

fwincj 


fwine,  fheep,  geefe,  fowls,  &c.  &c.  they  run 
through  with  their  pikes,  and  then  left  them 
lying  in  their  blood. 

July  the  twenty  ninth,  general  Fermer  Turn- 
mon'd  the  city  of  Tilfed  to  furrender,  which  (be- 
ing forc'd  thereto  through  neceffity)  was  on  the 
thirtieth  agreed  to  ;  upon  which  all  men  that  had 
taken  the  holy  facrament,  were  forced  into  the 
church  to  fwear  fidelity  to  the  emprefs  queen,  &c. 

The  firft  of  Auguft,  the  city  of  Bagn'it  was 
forced  to  furrender  to  tile  Rujftans  and  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  likewife  two  other  cities  ; 
the  minifters  of  which  were  order'd  after  fer- 
mon  in  the  pulpit,  to  pray  moft  ardently  for  the 
emprefs,  her  fucceffor,  general  Jppraxin,  and  for 

the  welfare  -  of  the  whole  Rt^Jfian  army.  In 

five  villages  the  Inhabitants  had  their  chefts,  &c. 
broke  open,  and  all  their  efFe£tsj  cattle,-  lin- 
nen,  brafs,  tin,  &c.  took  away. 

The  village  of  Platen  was  alfo  plunder'd,  and 
feveral  of  the  magiftrates,  &c.     were  tied  upon 

their  horfes,   and  dragged    away.  They  not 

only  threatned  the  Minifler  of  •  N'tebud  to  kill 
him'  if  they  could  catch  hold  of  him  but  they 
fell  like  wolves  upon  the  minifter  in  Kettnaiv^ 
ftabb'd  him  in  different  places  with  their  pikes-; 
and  put  hi.m  into  fuch  agony,  ,  that  he  run  out 

of  one  corner  into  another.  They  miferably 

beat  with  their  handfhiiks  the  minifter  D  in 

Czirgupo7ten,  and  another  man  ;  they  ftriptthem 
naked  and  demoliihed  their  dwellings.--- In  othtr 
houfes  they  have  broke  the  windows,  and  took 
the  lead  with  them,  and  likewife  the  lead  ofl  the 
churches,  after  having  totally  thrown  down  and 
cut  in  pieces  the  pulpit,  altar,  organ,  &c.  And 
where  they  could  lind  n-o  filver  ones,  they  took  tho, 
B  3  leaden 
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leaden  ones  away  with  them.— The  fame 
corps  entered  Goldap,  after  the  magiftrates,  in 
great  fear  and  trembling,  had  gone  out  to 
meet  them  and  furrender'd  the  city,  jecom- 
mending  it  moft  earneftly  to  their  mercy  ;  but 
tho'  all  fafety  was  promised  them,,  yet  in  a  few 
hours  I  the  whole  city  was  plunder'd,  and  not 

one  houfe  fpar'd.  This  devaftation  lafted 

twenty-four  hours^  during  which  time  they  not 
only  took  from  the  people  all  they  had,  but  in- 
flicted the  meft  cruel  pain  on  their  bodies. 

They  dragg'd  the  old  minifter  Mr.  G  naked 

about  the  ftreets  by  his  grey  hairs,  and  ty'd 
the  maglftrate  Mr.  D — to  the  ground,  and 
let  him  lie  twenty-four  hours  between  four  pikes, 
threatning  to  difpatch  him  if  they  heard  one  fire, 
in  order  to  make  him  confefs  whether  there 

were  any  Prujftan  black  huiTars  in  the  city.  

This  fingle  fufFerer  and  another  gentleman,  loft 
above  fix  thoufand  rix-dollars,  in  goods  and 

money.  They  now  fet  fire  to  feveral  villages, 

which  fo  confum'd  them  that  the  place  is  hardly 
to  be  found  where  they  once  ftood  :  and  in 
one  of  thefe  villages  their  cruelty  was  fo  great, 
that  they  threw  eight  farmers  at  once,  alive, 
into  the  fire. 

In  the  village  S  ,  they  difpatch'd  one  by 

giving  him  thirty  wourjds.  And  in  burning 

down  village  Monchen,  they  tortur'd  wonien  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  out  of  fear  they  caft  them- 

felves  into  the  fea.   The  hard  ufage  Mr, 

p  — fhe  minifter  underwent,  I  can  fcarce 
bear  to  think  of,  whom  they  put,  the  two  laft 
days  of  his  torture,  .between  two  pikes,  and 

moft  miferably  wounded,          In  feveral  places 

they  have  cut  off  the  farmers  ears  aad  npfes  from 

their 


their  heads.<»»"'»«'-"'In  the  manor  ef (hey 
hang'd  two  farmers,  and  cut  ofF  the  fingers  of 

feven  more.  Many  defencelefs  women  and 

children  they  moft  cruelly  ftabb'd  with  their 
pikes,  others  they  miferably  lalhed  with  their 
handftiuks,  and  after  ripping  open  feveral,  they 
tore  their  hearts  out  of  their  bodies. 

A  certain  minifter,  (whofe  condition  I  very 
much  pity,  as  I  have  known  him  in  his  wealth, 
and  whom  I  found  fitting  on  a  bundle  of  ftraw, 
with  his  children  all  naked)  aflur'd  me  that  he 
counted  his  lofs  very  moderate  at  three  thoufand 

rix-dollars.  The  day  the  PruJJian  faft  was  to 

be  kept,  they  entered  another  village  and  plun- 
der'd  it  for  four  days  together,  and  put  the 
inhabitants  into  the  agonies  of  death  :  hardly 
had  the  bells  done  ringing  for  divine  fervice, 
but  a  fwarm  of  thofe  monfters  came  into  the 
parifli  :  the  poor  people  dreading  the  miferable 
fate  of  many  of  their  countrymen,  fled  into  the 
hedges  and  other  bye  places  ;  but  thefe  butchers 
purfued  them,  and  handled  them  in  a  cruel  and 
moft  unheard  of  manner.. 

The  minifter  of  St,  ,  who  with  his  lady 

was  juft  going  out,  was  attack'd  by  four  of 
thefe  Callmucks^  who  prefenting  a  pike  to  his 
breaft,  demanded  money,  and  then  ftripp'd 
them  both  naked..-  His  houfe  and  other  build- 
ings in  the  parifti,  were  at  this  time  plunder'd 
by  another  troop  of  Cojfach, 

But  oh,  what  hath  the  fine  city  of  Ragnit 

undergone  !  The  twenty-third  of  September, 

three  hundred  and  fixty  Ruffian  grenadiers  enter'd 
it  ;  immediately  two  Ruffian  officers  attended 
with  Cojfacks  came  to  the  chief  magiftrate,  who, 
on  account  of  his  conftitution,  hid  a  phyfician 

with 
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with  him  :  after  they  had  plundered  the  houfe- 
and  took  all  they  could  find,  they  tore  the 
cloaths  off  of  their    backs,  and  cruelly  beat 

them.  -The  phyfician  hardly  efcaped  with  his 

life.  .The  back  of  the  magiftrate  was  quite 

fore  and  bloody,  and  almoft  cut  in  pieces,  by 
their  cruel  laflies  ;  after  this  they  fiabb'd  him 
with  their  pikes  till  he  died,  and  his  remains 
were  afterwards  burnt  in  his  own  houfe,  which 
they  fet  fire  to  among  the  reft. 

At  half  an  hour  paft  nine  at  night,  their  dread- 
ful plundering  and  devilifti  cruelty  commenced. 
The  whole  city  was  fet  on  fire,  and  out  of  the 
horrid  flames  a  pitiful  cry  was  heard,  rifing 
up  to  the  heavens  ;  "  O  Lord  Jefus  have  mercy  i" 
During  the  conflagration,  the  favages  drove  the 
people  into  the  flames,  by  ftabbing  them  with 
their  pikes,  and  the  fire  really  made  an  end 
of  them  fooner  than  thefe  inhuman  butchers.—— 
They  broke  into  the  houfe  of  the  worthy  dean 

Mr.  L  ,  like  fo  many  furies,  and  with  a  fabre 

fplit  his  lady's  head,  and  then  cruelly  ftabb'd  him 
with  their  pikes,  and  threw  him  into  the  fire., 
which  they  kindled  in  his  own  houfe  ;  and  the  fame 
fate  the  fchool,  &c.  underwent,  fo  that  at  four 
places  at  once  a  fire  was  feen,  as  high,  compara- 
tively Ipeaking,  as  the  very  clouds. 

After  the  above  mention'd  doleful  cry,  a 
more  miferable  out-cry  of  women  was  heard, 

when  thefe  favages  approach' d  them.-  Many 

of  thefe  unhappy  people  hid  themfelves  in  thick 
inclofures  in  a  garden,  and  thither  alfo  young 
children  and  fucklings  were  brought  j  but  the 
crying  of  the  poor  children  foon  difcovered 
them  :  upon  which  the  wild  Callmucks  rufh'd 
into  the  garden^  and  forc'd    their  pikes  and 

fabres. 
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fabres  into  the  hedges,  and  many  of  thefe  poor 
people  jump'd  out  full  of  fear  ;  every  one  of 
them  after  being  called  PruJJion  toads,  were 
ftrangled,  others  they  flrip'd  and  ftab'd  with 
their  pikes  ;  babes  were  not  fpar'd. 

Where-ever  one  looked,  one  beheld  weeping 
eyes  and  wringing  hands,  and  here  and  there 
one  heard  out  of  the  buflies  a  piteous  prayer, 
"  That  God  would  keep  them,  in  good  frame 

of  mind  and  continue  in  them  a  full  af- 
"  furance  of  his  heavenly  grace^  tho'  in  that 
*'  cruel  manner,  their  fouls  that  moment  fhould 
**  be  feparated  from  their  bodies." 

How  many  that  tryed  to  efcape  from  the  fire 
of  their  own  houfes,  were,  by  thefe  cruel  fa- 
vagea,  driven  into  the  flames  of  their  neighbours 
dwellings.— -Whilfl:  the  old  and  fick  that  were 
not  able  to  efcape,  and  children,  which  in  the 
fright  had  been  forgotten  of  their  mothers,  fell 
viSims  to  the  devouring  flames.- --Some  of  the 
inhabitants  indeed  efcaped  to  moors,  and  mar- 
fhy  places ;  but  even  there  the  more  than  devi- 
lifh  defxre  for  murder,  induced  thefe  monfters 
to  purfue  them,  where  they  trod  on  the  childrens 
heads,  forc'd  their  legs  from  their  bodies, 
and  dafti'd  their  tender  foreheads  in  pieces  againft 
theftones. — 

A  few  days  after  the  difmal  defolation  of 
Bagnity  I  met  a  religious  and  fenfible  mother, 
who  with  her  daughter  already  grown  up, 
after  having  undergone  many  cruel  hard/hips, 
had  efcaped  with  her  life,  who  told  me  that  as 
Ihe  took  her  flight  from  the  flames,  (he  fteer'd 
her  Gourfe  towards  a  burnt-down  village,  in 
which  there  was  yet  a  thatcht  hut  remaining,  into 
which  flie  went,  but  was  foon  frightened  out  of 
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It,  by  feeing,  am.ong  other  horrors  of  deflation, 
a  httle  babe  about  a  year  and  a  half  old  ftabb'd 
through  with  a  pike,  fwimming  in  its  blood, 
a^nd  heard  its  little  groanings.  after  the  tormentors 
had,  as  they  thought  made  an  end  of  it. 

It  was  fliocking  to  behold  the  diftreffed  inhabi- 
tants.—Some  of  noble  families,  with  others  of 
the  poorer  fort,,  naked,  and  bleeding  with  lafhes, 
cuts,  and  ftabs  of  pikes,,  and  drove  promifcuouf- 
ly  about  the  ftreets,  like  cattle  by  thefe  favages; 
and  that  too  in  rainy  and  cold  weather.- — And 
it  was  yet  more  fhocking  to  fee  wives,  after  they 
had  fallen  viaims  to  their  brutal  paffions,  moft 
cruelly  wounded,  lafli'd  and  kill'd  in  fight  of 
their  own  hufbands,  and  daughters  in  the 
fight  of  their  tender  parents.--=.But,  I  can  no 
more  ;  at  the  fight  of  thefe  killing  cruelties, 
all  humanity  muft  fliudder. 

Here  I  would  conclude  ;  but  I  muft  not 
omit  the  difmal  cataftrophe  of  the  minifter,  Mr. 

S   in   Littau^   whofe  difmal  cataftrophe 

has  affe^ed  me  in  a  particular  manner,  as  I 
pafs'd  him  but  a  few  moments  before  his  death, 
in  the  moft  exquifite  torture.  —  This  man  of 
God,  you  muft  know,  went  into  a  farmer's 
hutt,  drefs'd  very  mean  on  purpofe  not  to  be 
known  ;  the  Cojfacks  afklngfor  him  in  particular, 
a  certain  perfon  for  fear  difcover'd  him  Im- 
mediately one  of  i\\QCoJJacks  attack'd  him,  to 
whom  he  gave  his  watch  and  a  purfe  of  three 
hundred  rix- dollars,  which  was  all  that  he  had 
fav'd  from  the  flames  of  his  houfe  :  This  not 
being  fufficient,  he  with  fome  other  Cojfacks 
faften'd  a  rope  round  his  'neck,  ftripp'd  him 
naked,  and  dragg'd  him  away  to  a  burning 
tafe  I  then  ona  of  them,  gathering  a  heap,  of 


red  hot  coals,  another  of  them  held  his  feet  to 
the  fire  and  roafted  them  ;  this  done,  they  not 
only  threw  him  on  his  back  on  the  coals,  but 
one  of  thefe  inhuman  creatures  kneeled  on  his 
body,  to  imprefs  the  red  hot  coals  deeper  into 
his  back,  and  fo  left  him.  A  farmer  afterwards 
coming  by,  took  him  from  the  place  of  torture, 
and  laid  him  near  a  hedge  :  after  he  had  con- 
tinued in  this  fittuation  ten  days,  having  no 
nourifhmgrtt  but  the  ihow  which  he  lick'd,  he 
was  again  found  under  the  moll  exquifite  pain, 
and  was  convey'd  on  a  carriage  to  Tilfe^  where 
in  a  few  days  more,  among  innumerable  tears, 
and  to  the  inexpreffible  forrow  of  his  relations, 
but  under  the  greateji  manifejlations  of  his  fub- 
miffion  to  the  will  of  God^  he  was  releas'd  from 
this  unhappy  life. 

"  From  the  repetition  of  fmh  horrid  fcenest  By 
**  thine  agony  and  bloody  fweat^  by  thy  crsfs  and 
*'  pajfton,  by  thy  precious  death  and  burial,  by  thy 
*'  glorious  refurreSiion  and  afcenfton^  and  by  the 
"  coming  of  the  Holy  Ghoji,  Good  Lord,  if  it  be  thy 
*'  bUffed  will,  deliver  our  protejiant  allies,  Surely 

all  that  love  their  King,  their  Country^  and  their 

Godji -will  heartily  fay^  Jmen" — " 
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